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FOREWORD

In March the enemy appeared to he deliberately avoiding contact in so
far as possible, All indications pointed to probable withdrawal to regroup,
re-train and resupply after their Tet Offensive., Again it became necessary
to seek out the enemy and attempt to engape him before he could abandon
known positions, On 22 March CCMNAVFORVsenbkhe following message to the
four coastal zones intelligence officers and the Third and Fourth Riverine
Area Intelligence Officers, with information copies to the three Task Force
Commanders - 115, 116, and 117:

INTELLIGENCE TO OPERATIONS

IN GENERAL THE QUALITY OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION
COMING FROM OUR REPRESENTATIVES IN THE FIELD HAS BEEN
EXCELLENT AND CONTINUES TO IMPROVE. IT IS ALSO
INTERESTING AND USEFUL. HOWEVER, THE PRIMARY VALUE OF
INTELLIGENCE IS TO ENHANCE EFFECTIVENESS OF COMBAT
OPERATIONS IN ORDER TO DEFEAT THE ENEMY, WHENEVEL
PRACTICABLE, THIS HEADQUARTERS ATTEMPTS TO CONVERT
INTELLIGENCE INTO OPERATIONAL ACTION. IT IS DESIRED
THAT YOU DO THE SAME. WHENEVER YOU HAVE GOOD HARD
INFORMATION ON ENEMY INTENTIONS OR LOCATIONS GET IT TO
THE NEAREST OPERATIONAL COMMANDERS IN YOUR AREA ASAP.
USE YOUR INITIATIVE AND INGENUITY, PROSELYTING AS
NECESSARY, TO STIMULATE TIMELY ACTION. YOU WILL THEN
BE APPLYING INTELLIGENCE IN ITS MOST EFFECT1VE ROLE
INSTEAD OF AS INTERESTING REPORTS FOR SUBSEQUENT
EVALUATION AND FILING. KEEP THE INFORMATION FLOWING
TO US BUT CONVERT IT TO ACTION LOCALLY WHENEVER
POSSIBLE. KEEP IN MIND THAT, WHILE IT REMAINS THE
PREROGATIVE OF THE COMMANDER TO EXPLOIT INTELLIGENCE,
THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER IS OFTEN IN BEST POSITION TO
STIMULATE ENTHUSIASM AND PROD THE OPERATIONAL
PLANNFRS INTO ACTION. THE EXTENT TO WHICH FIELD
INTELLIGENCE OFTICERS CAN PROVIDE BASIS FOR COMBAT
OPERATIONS, WILL REFLECT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF LIAISON
AND RAPPORT WITH COMMANDERS IN YOUR AREA. REPORT
INSTANCES WHERE IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO TRANSLATE
INTELLIGENCE TO OPERATIONS. RADM VETH SENDS,
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CHRONOLOGY

The combined efforts of U.S. Navy, Coast Guard; Army,
Air Force, and Vietnamese Nawvv units :isstroyed three
of the four enemy trawlers attempting to infiltrate
supplies into South Vietnam. Appendix I

A Vietnamese Navy commandament was struck by a B-40
rocket andsank within 5 minutes; two VNN sailors were
killed and tive others wounded. p. 137

Commander Coastal Division 17 changed to the operational
control of CTF 117. p. 49

Salvage Operations were conducted by patrol craft from
IUWU 4 and EOD personnsl from IUWUs 2 and 4 cn an enemy
trawler that was destroyed on 1 March, p. 22

Based on a report from the U.S. Army lst Air Cavalry
Division of a concentration of a North Vietnamese Army
battalion northeast of Danang, USCGC POINT CAUTION joinea
with USS HOLLISTER (DD788) and USS CARRONADE (IFSl) in an
harassment and interdiction fire on the enemy. A ground
sweep of the area revealed 8, enemy troops killed, p. &4

Lieutenant Barry W. HOOPER, USN, was killed while serving
as a convey commander assigned to Task Forcee CLEARWATER,
Pe 25

Coastal Group 12 units conducted Jpzration LAM SCON i89 in
conjunction with USN/USMC units, one ARVN Ranger unit an
infantry rsgiment and Popular Force (PF) troops. Forty
Viet Cong were killed, eight were captured and numerous
weapons seized, p. 123

After 10 days evaluation of the PACV for GAME WARDEN
overations, CTF 116 reported to COMNAVFORV that the
craft and the limitations imposed on it by terrain,
rendered it unsuitable for GAME WARDEN operations,
PACVs were returned to operational control of CTF 117,
po 23

Viet Cong tax c=llectors were reported 7 miles southeast

of Tra On, on the southern bank of the Bassac River. PBRs
landed PF troops to conduct a sweep of the area while
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CONFIDENTIAL

nSeawolves" patrolled overhead, PF troops made contact and
and drove the Viet Cong into a field and the "Seawolves"
reacted immedistely with an air strike in the area. The
ground troops later found seven dead Viet Cong. p. 42

An enemy artillery attack on the NSAD Cua Viet LST ramp
on the Cua Viet River resulted in the ignition of 150
short-tons of staged ammunition. p. 5, 83-85

A platoon of SEALs landed on the south bank of the My Tho
River 1% miles southwest of My Tho. A local civilian
informed the SEALs concerning a local communist insurgent,
As the SEALs approached the house, the eneny was alerted
when a dog barked, and three Viet Cong attempted to escacpe.
They were killed by the SEALs and later identified as tle
hamlet security chief and two hamlet cadre. p. 30

An explosion and fire at the Shell 0il Company My Khe Tank
Farm in Danang destroyed a 32,000-barrel JP-4 tank. p. 23

A QT-2PC, a new surveillance aircraft designed for silent
operations and utilizing very sensitive detection devices,
proved its effectiveness during an evatuation flight in
providing intelligence to GAME WARDEN units., p. 23

Two PBR patrols from RIVSEC 511 on the Bassac River detected
a sampan crossing from the mainland to May Island, PBRs
closed in to investigate and came under fire from an AK-47.
The boats returned the fire and destroyed the sampan, ‘hen
the PBRs attempted to rocover the remains of the sampan they
came under automatic and small-arms fire from enemy positions
on both the mainland and May Island, Unable to suppress the
fire the CAME WARDEN units cleared the area and 4 second PBER

patrol arrived on the scene along with a Vietnamese Navy LSIL,

After three firing runs by the PBRs and the LSIL the enemy
fire was silenced, Three Navymen were wounded during the

engagcment while Viet Cong casualties totaled three known

killed, Pe 103

Coastal Groups 12 and 13 conduct Operation LAM SON 194 in
cooperation with two ARVN infantry battalions, the VNMC's
Task Force "B" and an ARVN Ranger brigade. The combined
force killed 49 Viet Cong, ca<’ured 58 others and detained
101 suspects, Numerous weapo were seized and 120 South
Vietnamese civilians were liberated from Viet Cong imprison-
ment, p, 123
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1, March -~ RADM K. L. VETH; USN, COMNAVFORV, presented the Presidential . . (]

Unit Citation to MINERON ELEVEN Detachment ALFA, p, 109 Yo e

1 ,3 17 ~ PCFs 2/, and 28 conducted a naval gunfire mission against a L. ._f
f] Viet Cong staging area 4O milss scuth of Saigon destroying . 78

i L structures and heavily damaging 11 others, p. 10 -

b * } 4

R
'

Vietnamese Navy (VNN) undertock ths permanent responsibility
for two additional MARKET TIME staticns bringing the total
of coastal survsillance stations manned by VNN ships to six,

X,
E

833,105

{

i

C R
i

3l

Pe 3
25 =~ River Section 514 waa activated at Nha Be, p. 49 S |
= NSAD Tan My receivad 30-50 mortar rounds in the vicinity of
the boat cove, fuel farm and cantonment area, The mortar R
attack resulted in three LCM-8 boats being damaged, several T
holes in the POL pipelines and minor damage to a JP-l tank. v
§ p. 85 v
25 - 21 - Operation QUYET THANG 82 was conducted with RAG 28 and two s
ARVN infantry battalions, The force killed 103 Viet Cong S
and captured 7 others, along with numerous weapons, p. 135 ER
: b 26 = The Phu Bai Base was attacked with 174 rounds of rocket and [
— » mortar fire, As a result of the attack 5 structures wers R
o ;- destroyed and 10 were severely damaged. The runway and ad- DR
R Joining taxiway sustained 11 hits during the attask. Thres .
o S direct hits on the runway caused crucial holes, which were
) repaired in 4 hours., p. 85

=  CTF 116 conducted a combinsd GAME WARDEN/RAG operation kncwn

-‘alfﬂf; as BOLD DRAGON III against Tan Dinh Island, Viet Cong losse3
s A consisted of 1 killed(body ccunt), 3 killed(probable), and 20 R
ey bankers, 3 buildings, 4 sampans, 3 movcrs, and 1 small ammuni- -

ion dump destroyed. po L4-L4b

26 « 27 = Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 7/SD/4 conducted by RAGs 21,33 and
23/31, ARVN infantry, Rangers and RF troops resulted in 58
enemy killed, 10 captured and numerous weapens and equipmernt
seized, One U.S. Army officer and 9 ARVN soldiers wers killed; e
62 were wounded, . 142 LU

29 March

?

A Hexr Chanh led & SEAL plavcon from Task Unit 116,3.0 to an
~ 3 ensxy weapons cachs and factery in Kien Hoa Province, about
s 10 miles south of Ben Tre, The cache was feund in twe ec
N .- ¢reve rocms, hidder besnsatn _wo houses, measuring 5 fee:

) by & feet by 10 feet, Tnis was the first known t.me zaav 2
censrele atructurs of tnis type had been fourd in the Delta. . oA
we 35
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CONFIDENTIAL

31 March = The total strength of U, S, Naval personnel under the

operational contrcl of NAVFORV was 31,789, In adiitien,
U, S, Navy persomnel assigned to III Marine Awphibious
Porce was 3,365, while U, S, Coast Cuard strenth was
W7,
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

During Marcih units of Operation MARKET TIME and Operation
STAELE DOOR detected 108,720 junks and sampans along South Vietnam's
coastline and harbors; 30,848 of them were inspected and 26,262 were
boarded, The boardings resulted in the detention of 45 craft and
TT1 persons,

The sharp increase in Coastal Surveillance Force activity
during March was attributed to the subsidence of the heavy fighting
that followed the Tet Offensive and the partial relaxation of the
strict curfew restrictions that were imposed in all harbors during
the weeks subsequent to the Tet holidays, Unseasonably fair weather
throughout the four coastal zones also contributed to the increase
in routine coastal surveillance activity,

OPERATION MARKET TIME

During March MARKET TIME units detected 68,885 junks and sam-
pans, an increase of over 40,000 from February's figures, Approxi-
mately Ui percent of the detected craft were inspected and almost
19 percent were boarded, The boardings resulted in the detention
of 38 craft and 538 suspicious persons, In addition, 1,283 steel=
hulled craft were detected transiting MARKET TIME areas; LL of the
steel-hulled :raft were boarded,

Other MARKET TIME activity during the month included support

for several ground operations; 258 naval gunfire support missions

1l CONFIDENTIAL
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k - BCF 21/22 ~ 30 March
B « PT CAUTION ~ 5 March
C - PT CAUTION ~ 3 March
D= PCF 27 = 5 March

E « PERSISTENT -~ 1 March
F - ICF 57 = 14 March

G = PCP 81 ~ 16-17 March
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and 39 hostile fire incidents, As a result of these operations 50
enemy structures and 21 junks were destroyed, In additiony 100
Viet Cong were killed (+ 5 probable),

As of 2l March the Vietnamese Navy (VIMN) had assumed full
responsibility for the manning of two additional MARKET TIME patrol
areas; one in the Second Coastal Zone and the other one in the Third
Coastal Zone, This assumption of responsibility gave the VNN the
sole responsibility for manning a total of six MARKET TIME patrol
areas,

Salvage and exploitation of the infiltration trawlers destroyed
during the early morning hours of 1 March continued during the month
with much valuable information concerning the construction of the
vessels and tue composition of the cargo being gained, For addi-
tional details concerning the trawlers see Appendix I,

F.rst Coastal Zone

During March there was a sharp increase in Operation MARKET
TIME activity in the First Coastal Zone as over 26,000 junks and
sampans were detected, an increase of approximately 20,000 from
February's total, Over 7,300 of the detected craft were inspected
and nearly 5,000 were boarded,

The weatiier remained good throughout the First Coastal Zone
during most of the momth and as a result, fishing activity and

routine coastal traffic approached the level recorded prior to

3 CONFIDENTIAL
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s a1

the northeast monsoon seacon,

e I
R

On the 3rd of March USCGC POINT CAUTION joined the U.S, Seventh
Fleet's USS HOLLISTER (DD788) and USS CARRONADE (IFSl) to provide
harassment and interdiction fire on an area approximately 55 miles
northeast of Danang where U,S, Army lst Air Cavalry Division reported
the concentration of a North Vietnamese Army battalion, A later sweep

of the arca by ground units revealed 84 enemy troops had been killed

by the naval gunfire support ships,

On 1 March USS PERSISTENT (MSOL91) discovered an abandoned

junk at anchor 52 miles southeast of Danang, A thorough search of

F.} the area for personnel procuced negative results, After a through
inspection and complete inventory was conducted, the jumk was hoisted
aboard PERSISTENT for delivery to Danang for further exploitation,
Items found aboard the junk included a Chinese Communist flag, a

"Red Guard" arm band and numerc1s small items bearing Chinese
éharacters;

During the early morning hours of 5 March, POINT CAUTION cone
ducted a harassment and interdiction gunfire mission on an enemy area
approximateiy 10 miles northwest of Hve, Three secondary explosions
resulted from the cutter's firing but the full extent of enemy casu-
alties was unknown,

During the evening of the same day, a Marine Combined Action

Group requested that PCF 27 conduct a naval gunfire mission against
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° a Viet Cong propaganda team broadcasting from a positinn 1l miles

southeast of Danang, Two directed hits by the "Swift" boats! 8lemm

s N
.

mortar silenced the loud-speaker' cut the number of enemy casualties

were unknown,
On the 7th the Vietnamese Navy's PGM 619 requea.ed the assist~

ance of PCF 20 in conducting a naval gunfire miesion against a large

enemy troop concentration which was attacking the VNN's Coastal

Group 16 base located approximately 5 miles east of Quang Ngai,

Coastal Group 16 personnel spotted for the mission and observed many S

of the enemy fall but they were unable to give an accurate report of '«-w J

enemy casualties,
On the morning of 10 March the ammunition ramp at Cua Viet came -‘

under an enemy artillery attack, The incoming artillery rounds deto- m

nated the ammunition on the ramp and a lurge firns ensued, The 1lst
Marine AMTRAC Battalion requested assistance in coordinating the

afloat effort from the Coast Guard's POINT ARDEN, PCF 81 also arrived L.......!
on the scene and assisted in fighting the fire, Three of POINT ARDEN's

crewmembers were wounded and the cutter sustained shrapnel and blast

damage as a result of a large erplosion on the ramp, The ammunition ® !
fire was subsequently brought under control with no additional '3.:::
casualties,
On 1k March PCF 57 detected three sampans near the coast of ! ¢
) Cape Patangan, The "Swift" boat was unsuccessful in her attempt to .::Z:;_-.- _
5 CONFIDENTIAL R
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hail the sampans with loud-speakers, siren and warning shots,
Task Force BARKER authorities were contacted for clearance to fire
upon the evading sampans and for the location of friendly units,
As permission to fire was granted the sampans beached and the occu-
pants fled to the nearby treeline, The beached sampans were then
partially destroyed by the PCF's 8l-mm mortars and ,50 caliber
machine~-gun,

Also during the month, First Coastal Zone units supported
two ground opeiations, On 16 and 17 March, PCF 81 provided a
blocking patrol fo: a coastal sweep by Task Force BARKER units, On
the 30th PCF8 21 and 22 provided blocking patrols for a sweep by
units of the U,5, Army lst Cavalry Division near the mouth of the
Cua Viet River, Both "Swift¥ boats received intense automatic=
weapons fire from the beach and one PCF 22 crewmember suffered a
minor wound,

Second Coastal Jone

Routine MARKET TIME activity also increased sharply in the
Second Coastal Zone during March, The zone's units detected over
344,000 junks and sampans during the month, an increase of nearly
20,000 from February's figure, Approximately 16,000 of the detected
craft were inspected and over 4,500 were boarded, Tnhe resumption
of near-normal. fishing activity and coastal cargo traffic resulted

in the sharp increaxse in routine MARKET TIME detectiom,
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© e On 4 March, in action that indicated that the viet Cong intended -

5

Thw

to continue hiteand-run harassment tactics against Qui Nhon, the MARKET

ey

e
-2

TIME base received approximately 50 rounds of automaticeweapons fire,

Enemy troops were observed on the hill behind the base and their posi-
(e

tionc weme saturated with 60-mm mortar fire, A later ground patrol of N

SIS

Y

the area discovered eleven 82-mm mortar rounds and several mortar fuse

l;

J caps, but the extent of enemy personrel casualties was unknown, : ~’_
3 On 13 March USCGC CAMPBELL (WHEC32) conducted a naval gunfire
3 mission against a Viet Cong staging area 22 miles northeast of Phan L
V. Thiet, The mission, requested by the Naval Gunfire ILiaison Officer > 'j.-'“.?'
at Phan Thiet, resulted in one structure destroyed and four structures -
:'.:‘ damaged, _..............
y While on a routine MARKET TIME patrol on the 23rd, PCF L8 closed ""'“'Q“
the beach approximately 13 miles north-northeast of Nha Trang in search
of contacts, As the PCF neared the beach it received two rounds of
o what appeared to be recoilless-rifle fire, The "Swift" boat irmedi- “‘j*.““.“
ately opened the beach to a sufi distance and suppresscd the hostile :1
? tire with mortar and ,50 caliber machine-gun fire, There were no
; friendly casualties as a result of the hostile fire, - .
" Third Coastal Zone
y MARKET TIME activity also increased in the Third Coastal Zone |
: ) during Maz;ch, as 6,170 junks and sampans were detected, an increase ¢
L of over 4,600 from February's total, Forty-eight percent of the
: Q CONFIDENTTIAL ®
:
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detected craft were inspected and nearly 23 percent were boarded, As
in the pasb severel months, MARKET TIME units in the Third Coastal Zone

engaged in many hostile fire incidents and conducted numerous raval gun-

fire support missions,
On the 6th of March the Coast Guard's POINT LEAGUE was providing

security and logistic support for a beach survey approximately 50 miles
northeast of Vung Tau when the participating Underwater Demolition Team
(ULT) received hostile fire from the beach, The cutter returned and
suppressed the fire, killing two Viet Cong and then evacuated the UDT
personnel,

PCF 68 conducted a naval gunfire mission against an enemy position
3 miles south of Saigon on 7 March, The mission, requested by Binh Dai

sub-sector authorities, utilized an airborne spotter and resulted in two

Viet Cong killed and one wounded, plus one structure destroyed and four :
damaged., 3 ::,:::::-
On the 17th, PCFs 2l and 68 conducted a naval gunfire mission against M
a Viet Cong staging area LO miles south of Saigon, Utilizing ,50 caliber
machine-gun and 8l-mm mortars, the PCFs destroyed L structures and heavily
damaged 11 others, M
On the 20th, in response to a request from Bac Lieu sector authorities, ‘
PCF 95 and USCGC POINT KENNEDY conducted a naval gunfire mission against a k
reported 2 enemy platoons 57 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point, Responding i ',i o A
to corrections transmitted by an airborne spotter, the two MARKET TIME
CONFIDENTIAL 10 T O . q
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o * units lefit three houses and two haystacks burning and an unkncwm number
z§ i of trenches destroyed, The extent of enemy personnel casualties were

§§ ) unknown,

.- On 23 March in response to a request from sector authorities, PCF
23‘ 103 took an area 33 miles south of Saigon under fire with her 8l-mm

Eﬂ mortar, A subsequent report from sector intelligence personnel indicated

that three Viet Cong were killed and four were wounded as a result of
the "Swift" boat's firing, One structure was also destroyed during the
mission,

While on patrol on the 30th, PCF 95 observed six Viet Cong on the
beach 60 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point, With an airborne spotter

transmitting adjustments and PCF 70 assisting, PCF 95 commenced fire

3

with 8l-mm mortar and ,50 caliber machire guns, The "Swift" boats

.
(2

).,

scored several direct hits on the bunker complex and burned four

Sy %y

M

Rt s P

NS

L3

houses, The number of enemy killed was unknown,

L g
#

RN !,
AT e
. [ .

In support of ground operations, PCFs 35 and 39 provided a seaward

blocking force for an Australian Army sweep 13 miles northeast of Vung

Tau on 25 March, The PCFs detained four suspicious persons from jurks
in the area,

Fourth Coastal 2Zone

MARKET TIME units in the Fourth Coastal Zone were very active
during March, In addition to detecting over 6,700 jurks and sampans,

over 2,200 of which were inspected and 1,5kl boarded, the zone's units
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OPERATIONS IN THE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE To0 A
March 1968 . :E
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A = FCF 73 = 6 March T
B = FCF 92 = 20 March A
C - PCP 49 = 5 March *

D « PCF 59 « 9 March

£ ~ ANDROSCOGGIN - 23 March

P « WINONA - 13 March

G - PCP 92 « 22 March S
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were involved in numerous hostile fire incidents and gunfire support
missions during the month,

On the 5thy PCF 49 received a request for urgent navsl gunfire

support from an ARVN outpost, Ll miles northwest of Rach Gia, that was \
under attack, The PCF received intermittent and sporadic small-arms

fire during the mission with no resulting material or personnel casual-

ties, With an airborne spotter transmitiing adjustments, the PCF sup- ’ o
pressed the enemy fire and initiated three secondary explosions.
During the afternoon of 6 March PCF 73 was directed ta an area

N

on the north central coast of Phu Quoc Island where an Army visual L*-”*
reconnaissance plane had observed three camouflaged sampans, The PCF
took the sampans under fire with 8l-mm mortars and ,50 caliber machine- ‘
gun fire and destroyed the three craft, Area fire was conducted in the .{::
immediate vicinity of the sampans and one large secondary explosion with ’
heavy black smoke-and several large fires was observed,
L

On 9 March PCF 59 was requested to conduct a naval gunfire mission
against an enemy position 4O miles northwest of Rach Gia, The airborne
spotter, who had requested the mission, reported excellent area coverage
by the "Swift" boat's 8lemm mortar which destroyed 10 hootches and 2 g
military structures,

On the 13th, in response to a request from Army authorities at
Song Ong Doc, USCGC WINONA (WHEC6S5) conducted a naval gunfire mission

against a suspected Viet Cong battalion staging area 29 miles north-

13 CONFIDENTIAL
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northeast of Ca Mau Point, As a resilt of the cutter's firing, three .

structures were destroyed and seven were damaged,

While attempting to close the .beach to inspect sampans on the 20th,

PCF 92 received hostile fire from an area 38 miles northwest of Rach Gia, i
A bunker complex was sighted in the area and taken under fire with ,50
caliber machine-gun and 8l-mm mortars but the hostile semi-automatic and
automatic~weapons fire could not be suppressed, M
On 22nd, PCF 92 took five evading sampans under fire, 1l miles
northeast of Cu Mau Point, after they ignored warning shots, The
#Swift" boat destroyed twe of the sampans, damaged two and captured one :wt
other, The captured sampan was turned over to U,S, Army authorities
at Song Ong Doc,
R
On 25 March USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN (WHEC68) conducted a naval gunfire -
mission against a Viet Cong ammunition storage area 48 miles north-north- \
east of Ca Mau Point, A spotter aircraft reported that 90 percenmt of the
cutter's 5,/38 rounds were on target and assessed the gun damage at 28 ::
structures and 2 sampans damaged, 3 Viet Cong killed and L wounded,
il .
MARKET TIME UNITS :,“.
During the menth of March the Vietnamese Navy had an average of “

eignt PGMs and twe PCEs assigned daily to MARKET TIME operations, In
addition, VNN forces assigned to MARKET TIME utilized an MSC and an

LSSL dering portions of the month, A Royal Thai Navy PGM was also

CONFIDENTIAL 1k
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* . assigned to MARKET TIME forces in the Fourth Coastal Zone throughout the

month,

are ey b &
IR

e ¥ w
e A

USS GALLUP (PG85) cuts through water of the South China Sea while on MARKET
TIME patrol,

During March, aircraft from four patrol squadrons provided air sur-
veillanc. for Operation MARKET TIME, A detachment of patrol Squadron
TJENTY-SIX (VP26) flew P3B Orions i{'rom U Tapao, Thailand, Mearwhile,
detachments from VP 2, VP 17 and VP 42 flew SP-24 Neptunes from Cam Ranh
Bay,

Throughout the month the following U,S, SEVENTH Fleet ships operated

as MARKET TIME units during the indicated inclusive dates:

: 15 CONFIDENTIAL oA
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Dates L. ' = '
DER 324 USS FALGOUT 16-31
DER 334 USS FORSTER 1-13
DER L0o USS HISSEM 6-31 e,
DER 331 USS KOINER 1-7 e
DER 387 USS VANCE 13.31 o .
IST 1077 USS PARK COUNTY 1~31 e
MSC 290 USS GANNET 19431
MSC 198 USS PEACOCK 1-18
MSO 1426 USS CONFLICT 1~12 T
MO 432 USS DYMANIC 12-30 A
MSO 435 USS ENDURANCE 1-12
MSO 433 USS ENGAGE 12-31 RO
M0 %6 USS FORTIFY 21-31
Ms0 Li56 USS I LICT 1230
MsO kL9 USS IMPERVIOUS 12-31 e
MS0 L55 USS IMPLICIT 1-12 A
¥MSO L91 USS PERSISTENT 1-31 ®.
PG 84 USS ASHEVILLE 1-31 T
PG 88 USS CROCKETT l-1 R
PG 85 USS GALLUP 1-31 o
WHEC 68 USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN 1h-31 L
WHEC 32 USCGC CAMPBELL =27 o ‘
WHEC 67 USCGC MINNETONKA 1-16 T
WHEC 65 USCGC WINONA 1-14 DR
PO RO
ol ey
e .
MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY R
March 1968 S
1, U, S, Ships/Craft: o
DER MSO MSC WPB PCF LsT PG WHEC °
Daily average number
: of craft on patrol 2 N 1 1L 37 1 1 3 DR
- 2, U, S, Activity: CORNR
®
; TOTAL DETECTED WoOD - DAY L1,6L5  NIGHT 27,240
. o 70,168
. , STEEL DAY 083 NIGHT 600

CONFIDENTIAL 16 - :, .
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TOTAL INSPECTED WoOD - DAY 16,758 NIGHT 10,664 8. 360 -—~;
STEEL - DAY _ 507 NIGFT 1S3 S
TOTAL BOARDED WOOD - DAY 9,591 NIGHT _2,938
12,573 DR
STEEL ~ DAY __ 38  NIGHT 6 ""“"‘;

TOTAL DETAINED JUNKS = }_@ PEOPIE 538

3, Naval Gunfire Support Missions:

Total Missions: 258 :”“‘a
L, Hostile Fire Incidents:
Total Incidents: 39
o .
OPERATION STABLE DOOR

A1l STABLE DOOR units maintained normal patrols and surface sur- .........
veillance posture during the month of March, Strict curfew restrictions "*““‘!
remained in effect throughout the harbors of Vietnam during the month, thus
reducing the ageregate of junks and suspicious persons ZJetained, ’______

During March, Operation STABLE DOOR patrols detected 39,835 junks WJ
and sampans; 3,126 of these were inspected, Of the 3,733 craft boarded, L
7 were deta;ined along with 233 persons,

Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit One (IUWU 1) at Vung Tau detained a ""!
total of 35 junks and 36 persons during the month, The suspects were . :.
detained fer improper identification, curfew violations and suspicious .'.'.

) actions, ‘
‘ On 29 March patrol craft assigned to IUWU 1 were called upon to E_:_:jt_l
19 CONTTDENTIAL ) ‘

L
@
L]
®
e
[
[
L
o
]
®
]
L]
e
[
-




;'j,md.-.',.m\u.'.-.’sx- R R e T o T R R A M e R = S .~~~
9

2
» )

[y

: CONFIDENTIAL Ll

o

A
S Sk A

»

T o0 SRR
S
3 NS z»:

g
g 2
LI N s
. e
Ve );
N 1
. kY
. B ; T
v, i
o {
o x
b % fha
W !
.Y
"}
" o .t
L
--l ‘~ :\. .
oy A M
* - .
." ATt s
fe s, L Sy

b 12

LS R R A
bt

N
1.7 %

From the Harbor Entrance Command Post (HECP) tower, U,S. Navym:n

watch over the ships at ancher in Cam Ranh Bay, 4 2u-hoazwa-day _
surveillancs of all shipg in the bay is maintained using radax ) °
as well as visual lockeuts, Soe
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render assistance in the rescue of two personnel involved in the crash
) of an Army Mohawk aircraft in Vung Tau Bay, LCPI-33 rescued one Army
to aviator, the co-pilot, Unfortunately, the pilot lost his life in the
accident and his body was recovered by IUWU l's small craft the following
day,
‘-" - ".q"-
L
L V_l
A sampan moves alongside a U,S, Navy Personnel Landing Craft (ICPL) of . T '
o Operation STABLE DOOR to be inspected before entering Cam Ranh Bay, g ,
These harbor defense craft guard against porsible infiltration of enemy .
’ men and supplies into the harbors of South Vietnar,
) Pl CONFIDENTIAL »
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During March IUWU 2 at Cam Ranh Bay detained a total of 20 persons
and b junks,

On 11 March the EOD team assigned to IUWU 2 at Cam Ranh Bay was
directed to proceed to Chu Lai to conduct special salvage operations on
an enemy trawler which had been sunk by MARKET TIME forces, During the
geriod 11-15 March, the team conducted search and salvage operations and
recovered small amounts of enemy ordnance, The detonation resulting from
the trawler's attempted self-destruction effectively destroyed the bulk
of the ordnance carried,

IUWU 3 continued operations at Qui Nhon during the month aud detained
only one person,

On 7 March; IUWU 3 was advised by the SS AFRICAN GLADE of an explosion

approximately 20 feet from her stern, Patrol craft and ECD personnel come
menced a search of the immediate area with negative resulte,

IUWU k4 continued operations in tne Nha Trang area during March, The
units detained a total of 176 persons during the month,

On 2 March patrol craft from IUWU L and ECD personnel frum IUWUs 4
and 2 were directed to proceed to an area appreoximately 13 miles northe
northeast of the Hartor Entrance Control Point site at Nha Trang t¢ cone
duct salvage operations on an enemy trawler that had been sunk by MARKET
TIME forces on 1 March, During the daylight hours cof 2-l March and 6-3
March, the EOD team concducted diving operations and recovered a large

amount of enemy ordnance, both within the sunken trawler and in tle bettom

area,
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RIVER PATROL FORCE (Task Force 116) DRI

The communist insurgents contimed to employ rockets and automatic

weapons in their attacks against PBR patrols with increased effectiveness

during the month; however, the river patrol boats were not deterred from S
their role of interdiction of the enemy, In one 2-day period (23=25 March)
in five separate incidents, scattered throughout the Delta and the Rung
Sat Special Zone, 3 PBR sailors were killed and 20 were wounded when their e
patrols were ambushed by the Viet Cong employing RPG-2 and RPG-7 rockets,
GAME WARDEN units resolutely pursued the Viet Cong to exert a mounting
pressure on the enemy, During 3 encounters with the communist, SEALs R
seized significant ordnance cache about 10 miles south of Ben Tre, Later
the same morning SEALs teamed with armed Navy helicopters in the execution -
of an "Operation QUICK-KILL" (the employment of a quick reaction force), -;;«—
after a PBR patrol was fired on, netted 27 Viet Cong killed in a 3-hour
engagement, E;;{i"?
On 7 March, after a 10-day evaluation of the Patrol Air Cushion ﬁi;.~£
Vehicle (PACV) for GAME WARDEN operations, Commander Task Force 116 T
reported to Commander Naval Forces Vietnam that the mechanical unreii-
ability of the craft and the limitations imposed on it by terrain rendered
it unsuitable for employment by Task Force 116, On 2 March the thres in-
country PACVs were returned to the operational control of CTF 117,
On 13 March a QT-2PC, a new surveillance aircraft, designed %o

operate almost silently and utilizing very sensitive detection devices,

23 CONFIDELTIAL
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proved its effectiveness during an evaluation flight in providing intel- LT

ligence to GAME WARDEN units by detecting eight large junks transiting at

night on a canal in the Dung Island complex near the mouth of the Bassac

River, Two PBRs from Task Unit 116,1,2 and a helicopter fire team from e

)
:} Task Unit 116,1,8 responded as a reaction force, The combined helicopter :
g
-j and PBR attack destrcyed or heavily damaged all the junks, "
. In an enemy vulnerability study submitted to Commander, U,S, Naval st

o St i 4

Forces, Vietnam, Commander Task Force 116 (CTF 116) stated that the enemy

itk
w vs ad 8

continued to demonstrate an increased capability te employ small greups

armed with automatic weapons, rcckets and recoilless rifles in ambushes bbb

i)
4

and as security forces across line of communications crossing corridors,

[
tenc e

The enemy firing bunkers provided relative security from PBR suppressive

4"
PR

fire, and continual ground sweeps in the enemy areas rarely returned --»o-—-i
N significant results, In view thersof, CTF 116 recommended that urgent

N PO
! consideration be given to the establishment of a 10 to 20 man well-tirained, NN
experienced quick-reaction force under the cperallonal control of CTF 114, ..........:
- During the montl GAME WARDEN units were involved in 151 fire fights e
g and killed 148 of the enemy while suetaining losses of L Navymen killed
"; and €4 weunded in activn, Sinze the zommencement of GAME WARDEN cperations ‘
a kill ratio of 4O to { has been attained, RO
- I CORPS RIVER PATROL GROUP NS
3 PBRs of River Section 521 continued to patrol the Perfume River beiweern '
Tan My and Hue, inspec*ing indiger us craft, as well as prcviding escorts )
- CONFIDENTIAL al,
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for the river convoys, In addition the patrol boats provided a waterway
blocking force for U,S, Marines and U,S, Army ground operations in the

Phu Vang and Phu Tu districts near Hue, bringing their guns to bear on

enemy positions,

i
5

5% 2
£

T

Ly sy %, L - i o W Ay
1 S R g . L. R ":N .

T e -

Heavily armed river patrol boats (PBRs) provide escort for a Navw supply
convoy along the 9-mile stretch of the Perfume River between Tan My and
Hue in the I Corps Tactical Zone,

On 5 March, Lieutenant Barry W, HOOPER, USN, of River Division 55
was killed in action while serving as a convoy commander assigned to Task

Force CLEARWATER, LT HOOPER's convoy, composed of 5 LCUs and 3 LCN~8

logistical craft, 2 LCM«~6 minesweepers, 2 armed LCPL patrol craft and

25 CONSIDENTIAL
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A - PBR 42 = 20 March
B - PBRs =~ 24 March
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2 U,S5, Marine Corps armed helicopters, departed Cua Viet bound for Dong

Ha to deliver vital cargo to beleagured free world forces, As the con- ',:L-'j:}_'.-l- :

voy approached tle mouth of the Hien Giang River, it was ambushed by

Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces who were entrenched in heavily

fortified bupkers along both banks of the river, The enemy rained a
deadly hail of crossfire from heavy automatic weapons, small arms and
recoilless rifles on the convoy, LT HOOPER reacted to the ambush in a ;“*'”";'
swift, bold and decisive manner as he climbed to the conning area of the .
YFU6L, on which he was embarked, and from an exposed position he effec—
tively directed the convoy units in evading the enemy fire and returning ;::‘:‘;
accurate and suppressive fire at the enemy positions, For 30 minutes the -
battle raged and as the last unit had cleared the ambush zone, YFU6L ’
received a direct hit in the conning area that mortally wounded LT HOOPER, m
As a result of his superb leadership, the convoy fought its way through
to its destination with the vital supplies it carried,
RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP L'"“"‘
On 20 March, when returning from a routine Long Tau River patrol,
PBK 42, from River Section 543, was lifted 2 to 3 feet out of the water ::_'.:'
by a possible watermine detonation 2 miles southeast of Nha Be, The boat ’" -®
proceeded to Nha Be after the boat began taking on water from a 6-foot
split in the keel aft of the coxswains' flat, A helicopter light fire
team, airborne at the time, reconroitered toth banks of the river in L . ¢
the vicinity of the incident with negative results, A regional force
27 CONFIDENTIAL y ®
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CONFIDENTIAL

ambush team also landed on the scene of the incident with negative results,
There were no personnel casualties sustained,

On 24 March two PBRs came under an RPG-7 rocket attack while conducting
a special patrol on the Dong Tranh River 9 miles southeast of Nha Be, This
was the reported area of the Viet Cong T-10 Battalion, One rocket impacted
against one of the PBRs and another rocket was a near miss, exploding close
astern, The PBRs commenced firing runs against the enemy firing position
and on the third run the second PBR was hit by two RPG-7 rounds (one was
a dud) inflicting minor wounds on the crew, while two more roums landed
close astern, With the firing p~ ition now pin-pointed the boats directed
their ,50 caliber fire at the enemy suppressing any further fire, As the
PBRs marked the target area with ,50 caliber tracers, U,S5, Army and U,S,
Air Force Forward Air Controllers (FAC) overhead directed 150-mm Royal
Thali artillery and USAF fixed wing airstrikes onto the enemy positions,
Two secondary explosions were observed, Enemy casualties were undetermined;
however, seven PRR sailors, and one Vietnamet: navyman received minor

wounds,
3

DELTA RIVER PATKOL GROUP

Operations in the Mekong (My Tho) River

On 1 March, a PBR patrol operating about 7 miles northeast of Vinh
Long observed two sampans that had taken evasive action, When the sampans

failed to heed the patrols' warning shots to halt for inspection the PBRs

opened fire, OSniper fire was received from undetermined positions; however,
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no friendly casualties were sustained, The sampans were destroyed and at
least three Viet Cong were killed as another river crossing was thwarted,
On 6 March, a Navy helicopter light fire team on a routine patrol
in the Sa Dec area was called by the Kien Van subw-sector advisor to aid
his element in contact with enemy troops 6 miles northwest of Sa Dec,
The "Seawolves" received ground fire as they approached the target area
and in coordination with the Vietnamese ground elements put in an air-
strike, The strike routed a number of Viet Cong in trenches; however,
additional enemy troops remained in a tree line north of the initial
strike area, The "Seawolves" attacked the tres line, followed by a
front-line attack by the ARVN troops, The Navy helicopters killed seven
of the enemy and were instrumental in aiding the ground units in the
capture of eight enemy troopsrs, There were no U,S5, casualties, but
one ARVN soldier was killed in the 1} hour engagement, It was determined
that the enemy had established an ambush 1. attack PBRsj however, the
Viet Cong scheme of manuevers was thwarted by the arrival of the ARWN,
On the evening of 10 March, a platoon of SEALs landed on the

southern bank of the My Tho River 1l miles southwest of My Tho and

shortly thersafter made contact with a local Vietnamese civilian whose
father had been killed by the Viet Cong, Because of his hatred for the
Viet Cong, the civilian had agreed to provide informaticn concerning the
local communist insurgents, The SEALs were led to a house where there

were three Viet Cong: however, as the Navymen approached, the enemy were
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alerted when a dog barked, As the three communists attempted to escape

the SEALs killed them, They were identified as the hamlet security chief

AR R A S b Al
B P SN P .2

g’ ) and two hamlet cadre, The SEALs were led to another house where they -~S£

ﬁ’ captured a female identified as a Viet Cong communication liaison cadre, :i;:
The female provided information relative to the location of a Viet Cong
tdx collector; however, a search of the area failed to produce positive ‘
results, The SEALs withdrew from the area the following moraing, The i;%;;i
identity of the civilian was not disclosed to protect this valuable T
source of information on which future SEAL operations could be predicated. Lo

On 13 March, under the cover of darkness, the Tth platoon of SEAL i%{j;:

Detachment ALFA landed about 13 miles east of My Tho, off the Cua Tien ‘“‘f{:
River, After the SEALs were put ashore they patrolled inland about a ?};}
mile where the platoon split, Squad 7B moved to the northwest, as *;;,

Squad 7A patrolled in a northeasterly direction, At 0200, 7A engaged

and kiiled two Viet Cong, Upon hearing many voices to the east of their :
position, the squad evaded to the north followed by approximately 50 Efffii
Viet Cong, The squad set up a perimeter defense and called for a heli=-
copter fire team to provide overhead cover and a helicopter withdrawal,
Before the helicopters arrived the squad encountered and engaged about . ;

20 enemy troops moving in from the east, "Seawolves" put in airstrikes

and the SEALs were able to withdraw by a troop lift helicopter, Meanwhile,
Squad 7B also encountered about 20 Viet Cong in barrack-type structures s:‘&.

to the west of Squad 7A, Squad 7B evaded to the south where they established
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a perimeter defense to await a "Seawolf" strike and a helicopter airlift,

By 0330 all SEALs were helicopter lifted from the area leaving 16 Viet NS
Cong known dead behind, Four of the Navy raiders from Squad 7B and a o

Vietnamese interpreter were wounded by grenade fragments during the

engagement,,
On the afternoon of 2l March, uni%is of River Section 513 were engaged

in a savage action with the enemy that claimed the lives of three PBR crew-

men and wounded five more, The boats, PBRs 33 and 99, had just completed .
a medical evacuation of nine wounded and two dead Vietnamese soldiers t
fram an outpost on the Nha Mau Canal, about 7 miles southeast of Sa Dec, i
As the boats encered a curve in the canal, leading to the Mekong River, " ‘”.
the Viet Cong opened up with a deadly fusillade of rocket and recoilless—
rifle fire, The first rounds hit PBR 99, the cover boat, which immediately m
capsized dumping the crew and wounded Vietnamese into the canal, The boat "‘”"‘!'
sank howefer, the installed flotation material kept the bow above the ‘
water, The crew swam to the opposits bank with several of the wounded ..........,
Vietnamese and proceeded to a nearby outpost where they were subsequently h“".”
recovered, Meanwhile, PBR 33, the lead boat, still under attack was the
target of numerous RPG-7 rockete, Direct hits killed the patrol officer, 2
Boatswain's Mate First Class George F, PROFFER, USN, and the after gunner, """’,“
Gunner®s Mate Third Class Ronald R, LAKE, USN, instantly, The boat captain, .
Boatswain First Class Arthur O, PRENDERGAST, USN, though mortally wounded
and intermittently losing consciousness stayed at the wheel of the boat, .
CONFIDENTTAL 32
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to clear the attack area, until he fell, PRENDGERGAST died while en route
to Dong Tam for medical treatment, Four additional PBRfS and a light
helicopter fire team were soon on the scene and commenced providing sup-

pressing fire against the enemy positions and aid to the wounded crewmen

and stricken craft, The crippled PBR 33 was escorted to Sa Dec and later

that night the sunken PBR 99 was towed from the area and subsequently

refloated, Four additional PBR sailors were wounded in the battle, Enemy - e

.. 9
casualties were undetermined, ;fjfti
Operations in the Ham Luong River %ﬁ%%‘;}
Late on the evening of 6 March a PBR patrol intercepted a sampan Ejf:j:
with nine occupants crossing the river from the north bank about 6 miles f;:'?;
northwest of Ben Tre, When the sampan ignored warning shots to stop for i\iéf{f
inspection the patrol boats opened fire, The occupants were seen leaping i:if;f
over the side as the firing continued. Five Viet Cong bodies were found T
later, In view of the intensityof the PBR fire it was highly suspected '
that the remaining four were either killed or seriously wounded, Thirty :j::j{
rounds of 7,62 Russian ammunition, one footlocker, six Viet Cong uniforms, -
documents and the engine were taken from the sampan before it was destroyed,
The next morning, about % mile west of Ben Tre, a PBR patrol encountered . °
heavy automatic-weapon, small-arms and rocket fire, As t“: PBR sailors
commenced a return fire, a B~L0 rocket siammed into the after ,50 caliber
machine-gun of PBR 715 mortally wounding the after gunner, Enginermun ‘ H;
Third Class Daniel D, WEBB, USN, and wounding three other crewmen, The -
33 CONFIDENTIAL 1'-"'}2w
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boat cleared the area as additional rockets exploded in the water,
Enemy casualties were undetermined,

<. On the morning of 20 March a PBR vatrol from River Section 534

detected and pursued a 28~-foot sampan crossing the Ham Luong River,

about 7 miles west of Ben Tre, in a known Viet Cong crossing corridor

and in violation of the established curfew, Upon sighting the PBR's

the sampan evaded to the south bank ignoring all warning shots, The -
sanpan elected to exchange fire with the patrol boats rather than

'heed the order to stop, The PBRs opened up with their machine-guns

setting the enemy craft on fire, The patrol boats closed the burning
sampan and counted five dead Viet Cong, In addition six males and four
female insurgents were detained, Captured was one U,S, carbine, various
amounts of ammunition, approximately one pound of documents, including
Viet Cong movement and personnel orders, Also seized were a number of
non~-descript uniforms, The sampan was destroyed and the detainees were
turned over to Vietnamese authorities at Ben Tre,

In the early morning hours of 29 March a Hoi Chant led a SEAL

platoon from Task Unit 116,3,0 to a large enemy weapons cache and arms f_:?"_i'_l‘_'

iractory in Kien Hoa Province, about 10 miles south of Ben Tre, PBRs

o L4

proceeded & miles up a small canal off the Ham Luong River and at 0600 M“‘M“

landed the SEALs within 100 yards of the cache, As the SEALs moved into

the village they killed four Viet Cong, Sporadic small-arms fire was , °

received throughout the operation as Navy "Seawovlves," six PBRS and

| b
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USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (1ST838) covered the operation, The "Seawolves*

.

killed one additonal Viet Cong and the LST provided harassment and

:

i
i;-g
”

interdiction fire, The cache was found in two concrete rooms, hidden

beneath two houses, measuring 6 feet by 6 feet by 10 feet, being used

as a weapons factory and storage area, Captured or destroyed were the
following itemz¢

Captured R

Claymore mins, 10 1b, pal S
Clgymore mine, 2 1b, 7
Water mine, 8 1b, 5
Water mine, 5 1b, 25
Grenade fuse 50
Blasting cap, electric 50 P
Mortar increments 10 ne 9.
120-mn locally produced rockeis(of high quality) & SR
Launching tube for 120-mm rocket 1l
Tools, dies and taps for producing grenades i boxcs
Ordnance documents 20 ibs,
Medical supplies 1 box
" 7,62 CHICOM long ammunition 6 cases 9
X Assorted CHICOM ammurition 2 cases
& German Schmeisser machine gun 3
e C/S grenades 19
v Rifle grenade launchers 3
a CHICOM freg grenades 25 A ain
x Locally produced frag grenades 7 boxes —®
! Grenade pins and rings 1 box S
NI Grenade spoons and strikers 2 boxes SO
- Assorted machine tcols (rocket molds) 1 box e
) Machine gun receiver group 1 - .
M=l carbine rifle 2 '
A 7%~mm recoliless rifle w/mounts and tripods 2 N
Small arms primers 2 cases .
Fuse lighters and caps 1 case <
N 60=mm mortar primers 1 case “
o 82-mm mortar fuses 3
7.62 crimped cartridges 1 box v
CHICOM 7,62 carbine rifle 1 - - ®
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Destroyed
75-mm recoilless rounds 8
Fragmentation grenades 11 cases
Tools 5 boxes
Wire 1 coil

As many of the captured items as possible were loaded into the PBRs}
however, low tide conditions forced the bouts to withdraw before the
loading was completed, The weapons factory and storage area was blown
up as the SEALs withdrew at 0930,

Although there had been reports of cement being used in the Delta
by the Viet Cong, this was the first time such a structure had been
found,

The former enemy soldier who led the GAME WARDEN units to the
enemy sits rallied to the PBRs on 27 March, He related that he had
been forced to go without food for 2 to 3 days at a time because PBRs
had prevented the Viet Cong from moving food supplies on the river,

He also stated that the river patrols had made it impossible for the
Viet Cong to cross the river for the past 2 weeks,

Operations in the Co Chien River

On 6 March PBRs 138 and 119 of River Section 523, while supporting
a Vietnamese troop lift to an outpost 3 miles southeast of their base
at Vinh Long, came under sniper fire, The fire was returned and sup-
pressed by the patrol which then withdrew to the Co Chien River, The
boats were standing by in mid-river when suddenly from positions on
a nearby island the Viet Cong commenced a fierce barrage of automatic-

weapons and rocket fire, The first RPG type rocket hit the forward
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.50 caliber mount on PER 133, Even though the explusion was a low order
detonation tine force was sufficent enough to blow the forward gunner over-
board, PBR 119 manuevered between the enemy firing positions and the lead
boat to provide a cover while the lead boat picked up the wounded sailor,
Four more rounds were fired, but missed the boats, before the FBRs could
suppress the enemy fire, The patrol headed back toc Vinh Long with the
wounded consisting of three PBR crewmen (one serious) and one Vietnamese
Maritime policeman, After arriving at the PBR base, PBR 119 was joined
by PBER 111,

The patrol headed back to the ambush area now armed with a 60-mm
mortar and immediately drew small-arms fire on arrival, The firs was
quickly suppressed at which time the patrol mortared the tree line behind
the indtial ambush site, The patrol, upon learning that the outpost was
now under attack, proceeded up the canal to aid the Vietnamese units,

When the patrol started receiving fire from houses south of the outpost
the boats moved in close to the houses and destroyed them with ,50 caliber
machine-gun fire, All enemy fire ceased, Casualties inflicted on the
enemy were undetermined,

On the morning of 6 March the maximum use of a Navy team was employed
resuiting in a substantial enemy casuwalty toll, The action began when the
SEAL 7th platoon and an element of a Vietnamese Provincial Reconnaissance
Unit ergaged the Viet Cong 531st Company and elements of the 509th at 3700

about 3 miles north of Phu Vinh, Throughout the day PBRs provided
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neutralizing fire as needed while the Navy "Seawolves" maintained con=- L
stant air support, The ground units reported that many Lives were saved

by the coordinated fire by the patrol craft and armed heliccpters during :'.:3;22--"

the 7-hour operation, There were 6 known Viet Cong killed and 20 wounded, °-~-.
There were at least 15 other that were probably killed: however, their
bodies were not found, One of the dead was identified as the commander
' of the 531st Viet Cong Company, The ground units also captured 1 AK-L7 e
. rifle, 1 BAR, one L5 caliber pistol, 12 grenades and 700 rounds of
assorted ammunition, There were no friendly casualties, )
] ., On 2l March, 5 miles east of Vinh Long, PBRs 134 and 85 of River .'
Section 522, came under rocket and automatic-weapons fire while on a
“ routine patrol, The enemy attacked from several positions and fired ‘
at least seven RPG=7 rockets at the boats, PBR 134 took two hits ~ "--'-
one in the starboard bow which exited through the part midship; the --~-
second hit starboard midship, destroyed the radic and radar equipment :M
and wounded two crewmen, PBR 134 cleared the area while PBR 85 con- ““':".‘"
tinued to return fire on the enemy positions; however, it was not until
the "Seawolves" arrived, shortly thereafier, with their 2,75 inch rocket
and machine-gun fire that the Viet Cong fire was suppressed, Enemy °
: casualties were undetermined, ﬂ .
3 Operations in the Bassac River N
» ”‘* . On 5 March, following Viet Cong attacks on three outposts just .
N 3 east of Tra On, Navy "Seawolves" conducted air strikes along a tree
la CONFIDENTIAL
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line from which enemy fire had previously originated that day, The Navy

helicopters opened their attack with a level bombing run dropping 20~ - Z:‘_:

ok dod

pound bombs directly on target, The initial attack was fcllowed by
rocket and machine-gun passes, as the Viet Cong returned fire with heavy NS
automatic weapons, The enemy ground fire hit the lead aircraft twice,

wounding one crewman, The "Seawolves" continued their attack umtil &1L

[Or N -

rockets wers expended, leaving six Viet Cong dead, five wounded, one

e
3 structure destroyed, three structures damaged and three tonz of rice
[.'; § destroyed, .
- On 8 March, acting on intelligence that 5 to 10 Viet Cong tax :w;
i collectors were operating 7 miles southeast of Tra On, on the scuthern
" bank of the river, PBRs landed Popular Force troops to conduct a ground
= sweep while "Seawclves" patrolled overhead, The Vietnamese troops scon "‘:!
gained contact and drove the Viet Cong into a field, The “Seawoives® e
reacted immediately with an airstrike in the area where a Viet Cong was
seen running, The Popular Force troops later found seven dead Viet Corng, ﬁ
There were no friendly casualties, :
On 12 March a PBR blockade established about 20 miles up river from
the Binh Thuy base successfully engaged the enemy, The boats from River .
Section 5. had been on station ail night and had encountered sp:radiz {-w
avtomatic weapcns fire during the long wal | At first light ARVN troops ‘1
resumed & grourd sweep in the area, that had started the day before, and . Ik '
began flushing out the enemy, A LO-foot jurk with about 30 Vie* Zong '
CONFIDENTTAL 42

[ e e e e - - - - e = . P-4 R/ V... ARV




CONFIDENTIAL

aboard attempted to run the blockade, The PBRs opened fire on the junk, ————
destroying it and then directed their weapons' fire along the bank, The

patrol craft killed 2, by body count, wounded 7 and in view of the volum-

inous barrage directed against the enemy junk it was highly probable that P
18 others were killed, (It is not unusual, due to the swift river currents,
to lose sight of a body once it enters the water), The PBRs concluded

their action by also destroying four sampans,

On 13 March, two PBR patrols from River Section 511, while transiting
the Bassac River, 7 miles southeast of Can Tho, detected a sampan crossing
from the mainland to May Island, When the patrol closed the sampan, a ?"ﬁ];
Viet Cong in the sampan opened fire on the lead boat of the patrol with
an AK-47 automatic rifle, The patrol immediately returned the fire des-
troying the sampan and killing three communist insurgents, As the PBRs i%fj;
attempted to recover the remains of the sampan they received intense auto- E%i_l:
matic-weapons and small-arms fire from enemy positions on both the mainland 2535?5
and MayIsland, The patrol once again retaliated with all their weaponry ftiii
and set off a‘secondary explosion on MagyIcland, A red fireball followed h
by smoke and flames rose 30-LO meters in the air and the fire continued
to burn for over an hour, The patrol made another firing pass at the ‘ P
island but was unsuccessful in suppressing the enemy guns, In the action, T
the forward gumner on the lead boat sustained a serious wound, The PBRs ;E:ﬁﬁ
cleared the area and called for a helicopter medical evacuation, _‘ ;

A second PBR patrol arrived on the scene shortly and continued the
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engagement slorng with a Vietnamese Navy LSIL that had also joined in — . ‘
the river battle, Meanwhile; the air rescue of the wounded PBR sailor

was aborted when the rescue helicopter and the covering Navy armed

helicopters received intense ground fire, The wounded sailcr was sped L ;;
up the river by boat tc Can Tho,; where an ambulance rushed him to the
hospital, Action at the scene of the ambush continued and after three
firing runs by the two PBRs and the LSIL the enemy fire was silenced, °
Three Navymen were w